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What is claimed is: 

£^>^ v *^. A pr i nte\ se lect i ng device comprising: 

accepting means for accepting information representative of 
a desired number of printings input; 

selecting means fot selecting an adequate one of a plural ity 
of printers matching with \he desired number of printings; and 

data outputting means \pr outputting image data to be printed 
to the printer selected by saiq[ selecting means. 

*2\ A dev i ce as~c"l"a I med in claim I, where In when sa id 
of printers include a stenci I pr i nter ,s^4-d*~sel ect i ng means selects 
said stenci I printer if the ^esTred number of printings is greater 
than a preselected re^fence number inclusive. 

3. A deyfce as claimed in claim 2, further comprising 
d i sp I ay i ng rr^ans for caus i ng a d i sp I ay to show sa i d pr i nter se I ected 
by said/selecting means. 

4. A device as claimed in claim 3, wherein said displaying 
ns displays said printer such that\another printer can be 



me 



ituted for said prTrvters-^s_de§i 




4^^^f A device a^> I aimed in claim 3, wherein when said stenci I 
pr inter* is selected and\i sp layed, said displaying means displays how 



much said stenci I printer\is advantageous in printing cost than the 
other printers. 

6r-"A device as c I auned^jjXJ^-La-H B 5, w li um in *>aid d i ^ p luy in g 
means cU-sp+ays^sa i d printer such that^another printer can be 



rtrtTed tor sa i d^DT-wte r. as desired. 



hat ano 
recU^ 
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-7: — A deV i ce — as c I a i med m claim — 1 , njjjjicr._nnmpr i s i ng- 
d i sp I ay i ng means for caus i ng a^dj^p+ay^o show sa i d pr i nter se I ected 
by said selecting means. 

8. A^device as claimed in claim 7, wherein said displaying 
means^a i sp lays said printer sucfiNthat another printer can be 



5^bst 



rtuted for saiap T in te r; as desired. 



^*^*>^9. A device as claimed in claim 7, wherein when said stenci I 
printer is se I ected and d ^played, said displaying means displays how 
much said stenci I printer \s advantageous in printing cost than the 
other printers. 



—tOT" A device as cJajjned-4-rr-C'ta i m y, wherein sa i d-d-hsp+ay-i-ftg 
means d i ^p+tfys^sa i d printer such that^another printer can be 
uted for sa Kr~prs-at er, as de s_U^r 

ect i ng dev i ce compr i s i ng : 
accepting me\ns for accepting information representative of 



su 



^C/^ ^S 11 A Pr ' selec 
'accepting metans for 



a desired number of printings input; 

operating and displaying means for displaying on an operation 
and display section ^ plurality of printers together with 
printer-by-printer additional information for decision and based on 
the desired number of printings in such a manner that any one of said 
plurality of printers can Be selected; and 

data outputting meansVfor outputting image data to be printed 
to the printer selected on siud operation and display section. 

12. A printer as claimed in claim 11, wherein said 
printer-by-printer additional information include at least one of a 
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printing costVfor a single printing, a pr i nt i ng t i me, and an image 
qua I ity level. 

13. A printing system comprising: 

at I east one^ i mage data supp I y dev i ce for outputt i ng i mage data 
to be pr i nted; 

at I east one number sett i ng dev i ce for sett i ng a des i red number 
of pr int ings; 

a p I ur a I i ty of different k i nds of pr i nters each be i ng capab I e 
of printing the image da\a received from said at least one image data 
supply device; and 

a printer selectirlje device comprising accepting means for 
accepting information representative of the desired number of 
pr i nt i ngs i nput, se I ect i ng means for se I ect i ng an adequate one of sa i d 
p I ura I i ty of pr i nters match i rie w i th the des i red number of pr i nt i ngs, 
and data outputt i ng means for qutputt i ng the i mage data to the pr i nter 
selected by said selecting meaps. 

i claim 13, wher 



14— A-systBTn as claimed in c I a i 
said plurality of printers comprises a 



irn 



TeTT pr i nter. 



15. A system as claii 



in claim 14, wherein information 



representative of a oH'nting cost particular to said stenci I printer 



is capable of being freely set in said printer selecting device. 



\§Yk system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said 
pr i nter^ i s regi stered at sa id pr i nter se I ect i ng dev i ce bef or 



i I 



an 




Bnc 
ehand 
i s noi 
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o utput - o - a pr eselected moo Gage m e ant for an o p er a t o r . 

17. A system as claimed in claim 13, wher>rffat least one of 
said plurality of printers comprises a^mCfl t i p I ex image processing 
machine including said image da>a supply device and said number 
sett ing dev ice. 

18. A system as ^faimed in claim 13, wherein at least one of 
said plurality of pointers comprises a multiplex image processing 
machine including/said image data supply device, said number setting 
device, and sa/fd printer selecting device. 

19. / system as claimed in claim 13, wherein each of said 
plural ity/of printers includes a respective printer controller for 
receiving the image data, and wherein at least one terminal unit 
including said image data supply device, said number setting device 
and/said printer selecting device and printer controllers of said 
p/urality of printers are i ntercoryiected by a communication medium 



data. 




c+a+med in cla i m 13, w \ tere-i-n— s a^^iot-itefee^^. 

et 




gUevTce is constructed inlo 



^JC^^-^I. A pr intirSg system comprising: 

at least one im^ge data supply device for feeding image data 
to be pr i nted; 

at I east one numbe\ sett i ng dev i ce for sett i ng a des i red number 
of pr i nt i ngs ; 

a p I ura I i ty of d i f f 4rent k i nds of pr i nters each be i ng capab I e 
of printing the image data received from said at least one image data 
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supply devrKce; and 

a printer selecting device comprising accepting means for 
accepting inforWtion representative of the desired number of 
pr i nt i ngs i nput, select i ng means for se I ect i ng an adequate one of sa i d 
plural ity of pr inter scratching with the des i red number of pr intings, 
and data outputt i ng meankf or outputt i ng the i mage data to the pr i nter 
selected by said selecting means; 

said selecting mear^s selecting, when said plurality of 
printers include a stencil or inter, said stencil printer if the 
desired number of printings is\greater than a preselected reference 
number inclusive. 

" 22. A syst e m as o l a i m e d i n c l a i m 21, where i n at l easts 
said plurality of printers comprises a stencjj^pfi nter. 

23. A system as claimed in cj^lm 22, wherein information 
representat i ve of a pr i nt i ng cq&zpart i cu lar to sa i d stenci I pr i nter 
is capable of being freej^y set in said printer selecting device. 

24. A system/^s claimed in claim 22 t wherein said stencil 
printer is registered at said printer selecting device beforehand as 
an essential /pr inter, and wherein when said stencil printer is not 
ident if iecr at the time of operation, said printer selecting device 
outputya preselected message meant for an operator. 

25. A system as claimed in claim 21, wherein at least one of 
sai/6 plurality of printers comprises a multiplex image processing 

achine including sa\\d image data supply device and said number 
EtTng^de^ice. 
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^"26: A system as c l a im e d i n c l aim 21, whoro i n at I oast -onc^gt- 
said plurality of printers comprises a mu 1 1 i p l^x^-ilnage processing 
machine including said image data supp ly^dev i ce, said number setting 
device, and said printer select>rtg device. 

27. A system as claimed in claim 21, wherein each of said 
plurality of pr i nters^/Tnc I udes a respective printer controller for 
receiving the image data, and wherein at least one terminal unit 
including said/image data supply device, said number setting device 
and said pointer selecting device and printer controllers of said 
plurality of printers are interconnected by a communication medium 
so as Ao interchange data. 

/ 28. A system as claimed in claim 21, wherein saidj printer 
Sj£Lect4nH~'dev i ce i s consTructec 



it. 



^29. A printiKg system comprising: 



at least one image data supply device for feeding image data 
to be pr i nted ; 

at I east one number ^ptt i ng dev i ce for sett i ng a des i red number 
of printings; 

a p I ura I i ty of d i f f er Ant k i nds of pr i nter s each be i ng capab I e 
of printing the image data reqeived from said at least one image data 
supply device; 

a printer selecting device comprising accepting means for 
accepting information repr isentat i ve of the desired number of 
pr i nt i ngs i nput, se I ect i ng m< ans for se I ect i ng an adequate one of sa i d 
p I ura I i ty of pr i nter s match i ng w i th the des i red number of pr i nt i ngs, 



v 



) 



and data outputlii ng means for outputt i ng the image data to the pr i nter 
selected by sai A select ing means; and 

displayingyneans for displaying the printer selected by said 
selecting means on \a display section; 

said selecting means selecting, when said plurality of 
printers include a sfe'nci I printer, said stencil printer if the 
desired number of printings is greater than a preselected reference 
number inclusive. 

J30 A svst fim as claimed in claim 29. wherein at least one 
said plurality of printers comprises a stencil prJjp&efZ 

31. A system as claimed in claim 30fwherein information 
representat i ve of a pr i nt i ng cost part>^u lar to said stenc i I pr i nter 
is capable of being freely set Ln said printer selecting device. 

32. A system as claimed in claim 30, wherein said stencil 
pr inter is registered at sfaid pr inter selecting device beforehand as 
an essential printer,/and wherein when said stencil printer is not 
identified at the Jtime of operation, said printer selecting device 
outputs a preselected message meant for an operator. 

33. A /ystem as claimed in claim 29, wherein at least one of 
said plural/ity of printers comprises a multiplex image processing 
machine i/hcluding said image data supply device and said number 
sett ing/dev ice. 

/ 34. A system as claimed in claim 29, wherein at least one of 
saicr plurality of printers comprises a multiplex image processing 
w/chjjxe^Tnc^^ said i ma ge^ata^Tn^ply^de v i ce, said number setting 
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device, and said printer selecting device* 

35. A system as claimed LfKclaim 29, wherein each of said 
plurality of printers incJ-tfcJes a respective printer controller for 
receiving the i mage^'oata, and wherein at least one terminal unit 
including said image data supply device, said number setting device 
and said prJmter selecting device and printer controllers of said 
plurality of printers are interconnected by a communication medium 
so as/to interchange data. 

36. A sys tem as c laimed in claim 29, wherein said pointer 
:ing device is constructed i nto^ajTS-wd apendent unL 



Scti 






